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PREVIEW: Firelands' 0-4 record is incredibly deceiving, as it has played the toughest
schedule in the Lorain County League by a mile aqsi inst Milan Edison (4-0), Vermilion (4-0),
Poland Seminary (3-1) and Chiumbia (3 1). Collin Scott has 341 rushing yards and two
touchdowns.

® A win tonight would be a major boon for Black River's Division VI, Region 21 playoff
chances. The Pirates are currently a bubble team in 15th and need G
to get to five wins to have favorable odds and avoid defending state
champion Kirtland in the first round.

STAT PACK: With an official total of 214 rushing yards at Wellington,

Seth Gaspari became the 19th Black River player to surpass 200
in a game and the first since Joseph McKean went for 288 against
Brookside on Sept. 25, 2020.

@ Owen Chapman led the defense at Wellington with nine tackles
(1% for loss, half-sack). Gaspan also had nine tackles, Lukas

and Kayden added tackles for loss and
Chapman, Bryce Murray, Zane Bungard and Austin Pamer broke up
passes.

® Ends Chapman (19 tackles) and Ryan Graves (18) lead the team in tackles. Black River
is the only Medina County team with two lineman atop its leaderboard.
@ The Pirates are averaging 7.0 yards per rushing attempt over the last three games.
LW: W, OT, 13-7 at Wellington. TW: vs. Firelands (0-4, 0-1; 9-7 all time). NW: at Keystone

PREVIEW: Coventry has been outscored 158-6 this season and has lost 17 of its last 18
games. The Comets use a pistol offense and 4-3 defense.

® The Colts are seeking their third 4-1 start in the last five seasons.

® Cloverleaf already is closing in on a Division IV, Region 14 playoff berth — the Colts are
sitting seventh and heavily favored to pick up more computer points tonight — but would
need to reach seven victories to have favorable odds for a first-round
home game.
STAT PACK: Kellen Price led the defense in his debut at safety last
week at Springfield with two interceptions and a pass breakup in the
end zone. Ashton Gray also had a pick, Cameron Newman and Elliot
Jordan (1% tackles for loss) teamed for a sack and linebackers Adam
Gray, Clay Combs and Jimmy Tolley combined for 30 tackles.

® Filling in for an injured Jordan Letner, Tolley has been productive
with 18 tackles in two games.

©® With 45 tackles, Combs has overtaken 2023 Medina County leader
Cooper Josefczyk of Medina (43) for the area lead.

® Combs’ 82-yard touchdown rush at Springfield is the eighth longest
in school history.

® Price is the lone county player this season with 100 rushing yards, 100 receiving yards
and multiple interceptions.

LW: W, 34-3 at Springfield. TW: vs. Coventry (0-4, 0-1; 7-7 all time). NW: vs. Ravenna
(1-3,0-1).
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is struggli ly (10.5 ) and coming off a surprisingl
lopsided 55 21 loss to North Rggaw"(gon in which the Bagg?naie uml:;gerro!s in all tsr;gey
ases. Big-armed Nathan Henegar has thrown for 683 yards — Drew Zabkar (18 catches,
359 yards, 2 TDs) is the best wideout the Grizzlies will have played thus far — while the
rushing attack averages only 65.0 yards. The defense is quick and disguises blitzes and

Albert Grindle,

PREVIEW: Baz won eight games to qualify for the Division il playoffs a season ago
but is coming off a stunning 20-14 loss to Normandy in the Cleveland West Conference
opener. The Rockets are pretty vanilla by modem standards, using a spread offense with
an H-back and a 4-2-5 defense.

STAT PACK: A video audit of last week's win over North Olmsted revealed that Troy
McCann caught a swing pass that was initially ruled a lateral. That means his rushlng total
has been adjusted to an official 299 yards, the third-highest total in
school history.

® The performance jumped McCann from ninth to fourth on the
Medina County career list with 3,884 yards. Buckeye's Ron Brant
(4,373, 1977-79) is next up, and McCann could conceivably reach
Wadsworth's Dru Jones (5,249, 2005-07). Black River's Andrew Vaughn
(2010-13) is first with 6,097.

® Pulling guard Jack Swank made a great hustle block 12 yards
downfield on McCann's 42-yard TD.

® Roman Krettler had a career-high 11 tackles at North Olmsted.
Ryan Wilheim aiso had a big game with 10 tackles and a 5-yard
'r\lemepllon return, Travis Avallone had nine stops (1 for loss), Derek

Snyderbum posted a sack, Brayden Sopko had an interception along the sideline and
Liam Phillips got one in the end zone.

LW: W, 28-7 at North Olmsted. TWE: vs. Bay (2-2, 0-1; 1-0 all time). NW: vs. Valley Forge

(1-3, 0-1).
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PREVIEW: Tallmadge boasts a hard-hitting 4-2-5 defense and two of the best players in
the Suburban League American Conference in Toledo recruit Ameer Yasin (6-foot-6, 290)
and speed rusher Noah Robinson, the reigning SL American Defensive Player of the Year.
The Blue Devils remain pedestrian offensively, as their 27.0 scoring average is padded by
blowouts of winless Ellet (49-0) and Barberton (49-13).

® Highland's four victories have come over opponents with a
combined 4-12 record.

e Thet
@ Highland has wun 10 straight games agan?Tmam
STAT PACK: Defensive standouts were plentiful against Copley, as
the Hornets had nine tackles for loss and forced four turnovers. Caleb
McKeen had a career-high seven tackles and a forced fumble and
Kallen Whitling also had a big night with six stops, a forced fumble
and two pass breakups. All-Ohioans Carson Noonan (4 tackles, 2 for
loss, sack, forced fumble) and Ryan Zywiec (5, 212, 1, fumble recovery)
dominated again, Cody Bendau and Matthew Dean recovered fumbles McKeen
and Cooper Zielinski had a late interception in the end zone.

@ With 210 passing yards against Copley, Dylan Borla became the 13th Highland player
to surpass 200 in a game.

® Casey Myser has cracked the Highland career top 10s for points (T-10th, 198), total
touchdowns (T-8th, 33) and rushing touchdowns (T-10th, 29).

LW: W, 44-7 vs. Copley. TW: at Tallmadge (3-1, 1-0, 16-17 all time). NW: at Barberton (0-4, 0-1).
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coverages far more than most high school teams.

® Wadsworth is seeking its ﬂrs( 5-0 start since 2018.
STAT PACK: Jack Dinwiddie has tied the Medina County career
record of 148 extra points set by Buckeye's Clay Gunkeiman from

2017-19.

® Brysen Hall became the seventh Wadsworth player to throw for
300 yards when he wem for 327 last week at Twinsburg. The total

ranks 10th in school hisf

@ The defense got off the field so quickly at Twinsburg it finished with
only 38 tackles (3 for loss) and three pass breakups. Boden Ballinger
had a TFL among five stops, Gavin Madigan broke up two passes and
added a TFL and Brad Watson made a touchdown-saving tackle on a

kickoff.

[ Mad‘gan leads Medina County m%\an 1&
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10 at Twinsburg. TW: at Bracksville (0-4, 0-1; 8-7-1 all time). NW: vs. Hudson
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DEVILS

From C1

Medina appeared to have seized
momentum when, up 14-7, Dylan For-
ster and teammates stopped Wildcat
QB Neel for a 2-yard loss on fourth-
and-goal from the Bees 1-yard line.

But on the next play, Diiulio threw a
pass over the middle that was picked
off and returned 13 yards for a TD by
Collin Kavulic, tying the game at 14
with 6:42 to play in the third period.

It was that way most of the night,
with Medina seemingly in control one
minute and Brunswick the next. It
stayed that way until Neel added the
17-yard TD to an 18-yard jaunt earlier
in the night.

After 15 minutes of poor offensive
execution, holding penalties and a
combined three interceptions, the
Bees outscored the Blue Devils 14-7
over the final 6:30 of the first half.

Diiulio, who started 2-for-12 with
an interception, completed 5-of-7 for
43 yards as Medina went 57 yards in
nine plays. The drive was capped on a
perfect 10-yard crossing pattern from
Diiulio to Wm:hler

going 7 }a:ds in nine plays to make it
7-7 with left in the first half. Bar-
netthad a big 30-yard run after initially
turning the wrong way on a handoff
and later completed a 19-yard catch-
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Medina 21 (OT)
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and-run to Hayden Swarm (4 catches
57 yards), then added a key 2-yard run
on fourth-and-1 from the Medina 20.

Neel (10 carries, 66 yards) got great
blocking and went 18 yards on a pitch
right on the very next play.

The Bees came right back to go up
14-7, with Cooper Josefczyk (13 carries,
45 yards) running in from 1 yard on the
final play of the half. Diiulio had runs
of 16 and 13 yards on t ® e, while

AARON JOSEFCZYK / GAZETTE

Medina’s Tallen Hulvey intercepts a pass.

Lloyd threw a 27-yard pass to Jackson
Riffle on a trick play.

Brunswick, which nearly beat a very
good Cleveland Heights team in Week
4, had been making some positive
strides under Carter, but finally got
rewarded with a win Thursday.

“We've been in some competi-
tive games and played a gauntlet of a
schedule so far," Carter said. “We felt
like we were ready to turn the corner.
We just have to keep working.”

The Blue Devils had a golden chance
to go up early when Elijah Clement
sacked Diiulio on fourth-and-5 from
the Bees 34-yard line, but that oppor-
tunity ended in large part because
Brunswick later got called for holding
on second-and-2 from the Medina 10.

It was one of five penalties for 43 yards
called on the Blue Devils in the open-
ing quarter.

Medina was penalized 13 times for
83 yards and Brunswick was whistled
seven times for 63 yards.

Defensively, the Bees got intercep-
tions from Camden Sokolowski and
Tallen Hulvey, a sack from Chad Gatch-
ell Jr. and tackles for loss from Brayden
Smigel, Korde Carey, Dylan Forster and
Josefczyk, among others.

Brunswick got a sack and TFL from
Clement, two TFLs from Jacob Barnes,
interceptions from Alex Hubbell and
Brandon Gross and half sacks from
Jamaurie Garth and Trevor Kratche.
Contact Rick Noland at (330) 721-4046

or moland@medina-gazette.com.
Follow m @RickNoland on X.



